
On November 3, 2019 the Kingman Daily Miner published the following article to promote Emmanuel Christian Academy’s mission 

and fundraising project: “Feed the Need”.  Many thanks to the Daily Miner for this coverage!  You can go to ECA’s school website at 

www.ecakingman.org to find out more about the school or donate to Feed the Need on  the homepage. 
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Local Christian school to pack 10,000 meals  

to feed the hungry in Kingman and Haiti 
Agata Popeba 

apopeda@kdminer.com 

 

The children of Emmanuel Christian Academy of Kingman, 3120 Hualapai Mountain Road, have it good.  There will be no classes 

held on Thursday, Dec.5.  Instead, all 145 students and 20 teachers will devote the day to packing meals for the hungry wearing silly, sanitary 

hats.  Four thousand meals will go to local families; another six thousand will be shipped to Haiti. 

“Packing a meal, even if for one person, gives the kids the ability to take ownership,” explained Aaron Holt, assistant principal, 

discussing the Feed the Need school benefit drive.  “It can be a life-changing experience.  When I was growing up in the Los Angeles area, I 

remember serving meals at a food bank.  Before I became a teacher, I used to work as a social worker.  I know that hearing ‘thankyou’ can 

make all the difference.” 

There’s more to the story.  In fact, Emmanuel Christian Academy is trying to achieve two goals at once – practice what they teach 

and at the same time raise capital for the ever-growing school, which is now working to improve security on campus. 

As a private institution that relies on tuitions (even though 80% of students receive scholarships through philanthropic 

organizations), the school needs to raise money.   

“We contacted them last year,” Holt said about the Champion Group, a Tennessee consulting company which recommended this 

[Feed the Need] even as a way to combine Christian mission with raising capital.  “Our cost is about $25,000.  Anything over is for us.” 

“This non-denominational school is not part of the Southern Baptist Church from which it rents its two buildings to accommodate 

children ages 4-15.  

… 

Small classes were, in fact, one of the reasons Karen Benson created Emmanuel Christian Academy 20 years ago.  Her other goal 

was to apply Biblical values in a variety of ways, including classroom education, mission service and student leadership.  Therefore, the 

school has a computer room where it teaches coding, but also a chapel.  Teachers have accepted Jesus Christ. 

“We teach everything, from science to English,” Holt said.  “But above all, we teach the universe was created by God instead of 

random chance through evolution. 

Holt was first introduced to the Christian school as a parent, and now he gets to see his son every day.  “I was teaching at another 

school but then God opened up this door for me,” he said.  Mrs. Barb Thofson, hired me for my current position.”   

At the end of the tour, there is a “fellowship hall”, where on Dec. 5 packing activities will take place … We will get the shipment at 

the beginning of the week,” Holt said.  “It will be simple grain, beans and other ingredients able to stay fresh for a long time.  This is our first 

year, but we hope to repeat this even in the future.” 

… 

For more information about how the school is gathering donations or to help the school raise more money, visit the Emmanuel 

Christian Academy’s Donation Webpage at https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/ECA.      
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